Concluding Observations
awaiting dismemberment. All pointed to the world being divided
among the white nations, Africa and Asia becoming their colonial
possessions, trade preserves whose inhabitants were asked to stay
their dreams by reflecting on the benefits of peace, protection, and
a fraction of the profits. Apart from the fact that this ideal was
essentially material, it was not a sound world system, because the
peace and the profits, depending as they did upon a tricky political
balance in Europe and the smooth adjustment of all sorts of diffi-
cult economic differences, were extremely unstable. If the nations
of Europe fell out, the whole world was liable to be thrown into
confusion. A poor man in Pegu or Batavia would have his house
burnt and his children massacred because Berlin had a quarrel
with London, a quarrel about which the man knew nothing and
had no means whatever of composing.
Arakan passed into this system in 1825. Its overlords, the
Burmese, annoyed us and we took it from them in that year. In
1885 we acquired all Burma in turn, and along with it the
Mahamuni, a mere curiosity as far as we were concerned. To the
Burmese it was still a very sacred object, though the idea that its
possession protected the country or encouraged the hope of a new
world saviour, had receded so far from any possibility of realiza-
tion that it no longer caused anyone even to dream.
These latter days have shown us as curious a sequel to this long
story as could well be imagined. An Asiatic nation, whose religion
was a Buddhism modified by pagan beliefs of great antiquity, con-
ceived that upon it was laid the task of rescuing Asia from its pre-
carious fate of being in part, and likely to become wholly, divided
into trade preserves among the militant nations of the extreme
West. When all intruders had been driven out, Asia united under
Japan could dream again, and with more reason than ever before,
its old dream of a saviour who was Lord of the World and in
whose time, and for a thousand years, there would be peace and
universal salvation.
But how to usher in this golden age? That could only be done by
acting at first in a manner opposite to the Eightfold Path. Com-
passion, honesty, charity, right conduct would have to be dis-
carded for the moment. ThM-thu-dhamma came to the same con-
clusion and to obtain the necessary power descended to magic,
murder, and devilment. The Japanese took an analagous course,
though to make themselves invulnerable and invincible they did
not look for the secret of an .elixir but the secret of weapons of
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